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pre-supposed than explained. But, notwithstanding
vthis inferiority of speculative power, we cannot admit
that this new movement of thought is to be regaid^'
as a retrograde one, still less that it shows a failure
of the human intelligence in the face of the problem
of the universe. It is quite possible that a system of
philosophy may be less rich and comprehensive, as
well as less stringent in its method, and yet that it
may indicate a relative advance in human thought.
There may be a dialectical value in the absence of
dialectic; and a narrowing outlook upon the whole
sphere of knowledge may be the necessary condition of
a growing clearness of perception in one direction.
When a principle is isolated, it becomes possible to see
its full meaning and all its consequences, apart from
the confusion and uncertainty which is thrown upon
it, when it is combined with other principles in any,
even the best, system of compromise. For example,
Aristotle's doctrine of virtue, as a mean state of
passion which is determined by reason, no doubt
combines into a kind of whole all the elements of
the moral life; but it suggests rather the idea of a
compromise, or of the external subjection of one
element by another, than of any true unity of the
two sides of man's nature. Aristotle does not show
anything like an adequate comprehension of the
violence and extent of the conflict between the flesh
and the spirit; and therefore he is only able, so to